
Dear Friends, City Council Members, and Members of the Media,
I’m sorry to inform you that as of January 1, 2012 Ahhh Massage will no longer be providing therapeutic massage services at the Grand Lake Farmer’s Market on Saturdays. After a nine year relationship with the Agricultural Institute of Marin (AIM), they have decided not to renew our membership for 2012 because we do not fit AIM’s mission “to educate the public about the nutritional and economic benefits of buying locally grown food directly from farmers, and to connect and support communities and agriculture”.  While our services do not directly fit that mission, I would argue that neither do the goods and services of many other vendors who have been invited back for 2012. Vendors selling t-shirts, jewelry, pottery, clothing, and artwork provide goods, just as we, an Oakland-based small business, provide a service enjoyed by countess people every Saturday. How can AIM justify a giant plastic multi-colored children’s “jumpy” playground or sugar coated kettle corn and not a vendor making therapeutic massage easily accessible to the community?
As many of you know, we began experiencing issues with AIM in November 2010 when their Executive Director, acting alone, terminated our membership unexpectedly and without adherence to the AIM rules and bylaws. During this difficult time we had so much support from the public that it became clear just how valued our service to the community had become. At a formal hearing two months following our termination, the AIM Board of Directors acknowledged that we were inappropriately terminated and reinstated our membership. Since that time, we have experienced a less-than cooperative relationship with AIM’s administrative team but have continued to provide a high level of service.
I’m surprised and disappointed that after a long nine year mutually beneficial relationship there has been an arbitrary reevaluation of our role in their “mission”.  I presume that that mission has not changed over time, so why now has their view of our role in this marketplace changed? And how can non-local, non-agricultural vendors be encouraged to participate in this market while we cannot?
 For those of you who have already mentioned your plan to switch to other markets, we appreciate your support. There are many farmer’s market associations out there that encourage diversity and support ALL of their vendors.  One of which is CCCFM and their Walnut Creek Market on Sundays, where Ahhh Massage is valued and featured.  You can also find us at Farmer Joes Marketplace on Fruitvale, 7 days a week and now at Whole Foods in Oakland, Mon-Sun beginning in January 2012! For more info, please see our website or contact me directly.  
If you would like to express your concerns or opinion, I have cced AIM's Executive Director, Director of Mkts and Board or Directors Chair.
Thank you all for your support and patronage over the years.  Please forward this email on to anyone with possible interest.  And finally, please join us this Saturday on our final day.  I would love to see you! 
Happy Holidays! 

Ed Rockowitz, cmt
Orthopedic Massage | Certified Cont. Edu. Instructor
 

